
SERMON NOTES



LEARNERS’ EXCHANGE
Every Sunday in the Cafe Room 
at 9:00 am, Learners’ Exchange 
offers stimulating speakers and 
engaging discussions.   sdssss 
 
Upcoming Speakers:

Nov 19: Joseph Jones 
Medidating on Psalm 2

Nov 26: Ed Norman 
Music to Nourish the Soul

Nov 26: Jeanette Jones 
Meeting Menno: An 
Introduction to the life, thought, 
and work of Menno Simons

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19

7:30 AM Holy Communion 

9:00 AM Learner’s Exchange (Room 220)

9:00 AM Family Communion

10:30 AM Prayer for People in Authority (Room 123)

11:00 AM Junior Youth (Grades 7-9)

11:00 AM Family Communion

6:00 PM Evening Service

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20

7:00 PM Growing through Pain

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21

1:30 PM Senior’s Ministry with Cofee & Tea

7:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

7:20 AM Men’s Bible Study

6:30 PM Ekklesia (18-to-20 somethings) | 5375 University Blvd.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23

10:00 AM Women @ 10

7:00 PM Divorce Care

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24

5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study | 5659 Elizabeth St.

6:00 PM Youth Group (Grades 7-12)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26

7:30 AM Holy Communion (Proverbs 31:1-31)

9:00 AM Learner’s Exchange (Room 220)

9:00 AM Morning Prayer (Proverbs 31:1-31)

10:30 AM Prayer for People in Authority (Room 123)

11:00 AM Junior Youth (Grades 7-9)

11:00 AM Morning Prayer (Proverbs 31:1-31)

6:00 PM Evening Service (Proverbs 31:1-31)

Learn more at sjvan.org/calendar & sjvan.org/events

NEWS & EVENTS

MORE STORIES FROM MALAWI 
SAT NOV 25

Susan and Roger Pieters would 
like to invite six people from 
the congregation to their home 
for dinner to hear James and 
Brenda Wagner talk about the 
ministry impact they saw in 
Malawi through Opportunity 
International Bank. We are 
hoping to raise awareness of 
microfinance and find supporters 
to help us build this arm of our 
spiritual partnership. Please 
phone 604-872-0320 with 
questions, to RSVP, and to vote 
on lasagna vs. enchiladas.

QUARTERLY PRAYER | DEC 4

The next Quarterly Prayer 
Meeting will be December 4 at 
7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Join us as Marion Maxwell leads 
us through praying the Psalms.

MISSIONS LUNCH TODAY! |  
OK TEAM

We will be hearing from Olivia 
Smyth and Katy Der about their 
adventures in India. A year ago 
we sent them out into some 
uncharted waters. Come and 
hear how it unfolded and what 
God has done. Lunch is held 
in the fellowship hall after the 
11:00 am service ends. The cost 
of the meal is $5/individual or 
$10/family. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE TO OCT 31
In his 4-part expositional reflection on 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 David Short 
writes:

Generous Christian giving is, and always has been, profoundly subversive. 
Every act of generosity takes the axe to the idol of money and loosens our 
chains. By giving we demote money from its godlike status, treating it not 
as something to be loved but as something to be used for blessing.

We are grateful to those who have given so generously to bless the 
ministries of St. John’s. As we draw close to the end of the year we ask that 
you prayerfully consider how you might further participate in helping us to 
meet our 2017 budget.

As you can see below we are still in need of $652,763 by December 31.

Offerings to Oct 31 $1,454,236 69% of 2017 budget received

Expenses to Oct 31 $1,703,662 80% of 2017 budget spent
 
If you have any questions or comments please contact our Treasurer, 
Christine Klukas, or Krista Friebel, Director of Church Operations,  through 
the church office. 

SENIOR’S MINISTRY | NOV 21 AT 1:30 PM

Join us for tea and coffee in the church chapel to hear Lloyd and Sandy 
Harmel share stories and slides from their mission trip to China this past 
summer. Hope you will be able to join us. Please RSVP to Margaret Wilson 
at margaret@sjvan.org or call 778-838-7400.

MANYA’S JAM & PRESERVES 
SALE | NOV 25 AT 10:00 AM - 
3:00 PM

Everyone is invited to a sale at 
the Egerton’s new home (2071 
Kitchener St.) on Saturday, 
November 25, from 10:00 am to 
3:00 pm. Come buy for yourself 
or get Christmas presents for the 
foodies in your life. All proceeds 
in support of Journey Canada. 
Questions? Email  megerton@
telus.net.

LIFE IN THE MARGINS 
WORKSHOP | NOV 24-25

Jacob’s Well, a parachurch 
community in the Downtown 
Eastside, is offering a weekend 
workshop where they explore 
issues of charity, justice, and 
God’s heart for people living on 
the margins of society.  To register, 
e-mail workshop@jacobswell.ca 
or call 604.681.4898. The cost 
is $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door.  Saturday lunch is included.

SENIOR/SINGLES CHRISTMAS HAMPERS | DROP OFF IS DEC 3

This Christmas, St. John’s is continuing our partnership with Union Gospel 
Mission (UGM) to give seniors and other single people an “everything but 
the turkey” Christmas dinner. The recipients of these hampers are people 
living in the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver, who have housing but are in 
very low income situations, sometimes having to choose between paying 
for electricity or buying groceries. These people all have some relationship 
with UGM, and these gifts will continue to build that relationship and show 
the love of Jesus in a practical way. Last year we donated 35 hampers and 
our goal is to do the same again this year!

Rather than generic items, UGM has sent us personalized lists this year. 
The estimated cost is between $85 and $100. If you, your family, or your 
home group, would like a list, please email donna@sjvan.org. We will be 
collecting the hampers on Sunday, December 3 after each service in the 
Chapel.
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As many of the congregation are aware, our Church made a refugee sponsorship 
application to bring to Vancouver a Christian Afghan family of four who has been 
living in New Delhi in difficult circumstances since 2013. This family first touched the 
hearts of two of our congregation members, Jamie Turner and Sophia Underhill, who 
came to know them in New Delhi. Since that time other congregation members visiting 
India have had the opportunity to meet them and hear their story. Our application was 
submitted in January 2016 to Canada Immigration under the Community Sponsorship 
Application process. Many of you have been praying for their safety and for a shortening 
of the evaluation process which can be very lengthy – as long as six years. In May 2017, 
we received the good news that St. John’s Vancouver Church was accepted by the 
government as a sponsor, and the process shifted to the evaluation of Farhad and his 
family by the Canadian High Commission in New Delhi.

We praise God for the wonderful news that Farhad and family were contacted much 
quicker than we expected. This past September they had an interview with Canadian 
immigration in New Delhi. The interview went very well and they were notified that 
they would be accepted. The family also thank all of you for your help and prayer.

As part of the next phase, the Canadian New Delhi office is contacting Afghanistan 
for a security check, which will be followed by a medical checkup for the whole family. 
We thank you for your continued prayers for this part of the process. It is hard to know 
exactly how long this might take, but we estimate that they may arrive in Vancouver in 
the next six to eighteen months.

As part of the sponsorship process, our Church has guaranteed support for Farhad’s 
family for one year. We will be approaching the congregation for designated 
contributions when we have a more definite idea about their potential arrival date. 
The Refugee Committee and Refugee Welcome Team will take a leadership role in 
supporting them upon arrival and we are also doing our best in this intervening period 
to assist them while still in New Delhi.

Blessings,
Owen Underhill, Chair, Refugee Committee

An update from the refugee committee


