
Vision Explained 
 
1. We are a Community of Contrast 
 
Context: Canadian cultural consensus is post-Christian. Many regard the church as 
marginal and suspect. In the face of the disintegration of the family, mindless 
violence, consumption, destruction of the environment and individualism the church 
offers to the world a naked man crucified on a cross. We do not withdraw from and 
fight the world, nor do we surrender and accommodate the gospel to the idols of our 
age, but we engage as a community of contrast, publicly witnessing to Christ and 
living Christianly. This community is marked by four characteristics. 
 

i. A community of praise, worship and witness. In contrast to our culture of 
consumerism we live by the gospel of grace. In contrast to our culture of 
relativism, we are nurtured in the truth of the gospel and hold a healthy 
skepticism toward the idols of our day. 
 
ii. A community of faith where men and women are prepared for and sustained 
in the exercise of the priesthood in the world – trained, equipped and 
nourished to exercise their gifts in ordinary secular business; making disciples 
who integrate their faith into every area of life. 
 
iii. A community of hope. In contrast to our culture of materialism we offer the 
hope of the man crucified, which challenges the plausibility structures of our 
culture. As pilgrims and aliens we gratefully lay up treasure in heaven through 
generosity, stewardship and prayer. 
 
iv. A community of love and mutual responsibility. In contrast to the 
individualism which is corroding our city and leading to disconnection and 
loneliness, the congregation offers a foretaste of a different humanity.  

 
2. We are gripped by the gospel of God’s grace 
 
Context: The Bible teaches that externals can be misleading. Individuals and 
churches can confess right doctrine, look impressive and be active with many good 
things. Yet it is possible to agree with the gospel without being gripped. To be 
gripped by the gospel of grace means: 
 



i. Treasuring and savoring God’s grace and rescue from judgment through the 
glory of Christ Jesus as the true North for all our lives. 
 
ii. Our ambitions, hopes and actions are governed by what pleases God. 
 
iii. A life of repentance and faith, of endurance and joy, of good works and 
prayer. 
 
iv. Loving God and His word, Christ and His Church, the Spirit and His world. 

 
 
3. We take an active part in the global gospel Anglican movement. 
 
Context: The seismic shifts and fragmentation in worldwide Anglicanism have 
opened the door for fresh expressions of fellowship and communion that were 
unimaginable 10 years ago. God has granted St. John’s a role in renewing gospel 
Anglicanism in Canada. 
 

i. As signatories to the Jerusalem Declaration, we belong to the Global 
Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans, committed to the same aims. 
 
ii. We are a resource church for other gospel Anglican churches within Canada 
and beyond. 
 
iii. Our patterns of life are a particular embodiment of historic gospel 
Christianity. 
 
iv. We seek to model Mere Anglicanism, which is a particular approach to 
corporate life that can be described through 12 elements as biblical, 
protestant, creedal, reformed, liturgical, ordered, parochial, rational, 
normative, humble, global, and missional.  

 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


